Closing statement  by FAO representative P. Thoenes

on behalf of the Supervisory Body (IGGOOF)

Thank you, Mr Chairman, for the opportunity to provide some comments about the meeting on behalf of FAO in its capacity as project Supervisory Body. 

It has been a pleasure for me to follow this week’s workshop – and I have done so with great interest.  Actually, I believe I should refer to this meeting as an expert consultation, rather than a simple workshop.

I believe – and hope that most if not all of you will agree – that this week’s meeting, by offering the opportunity for key stakeholders across the region to meet, has contributed rather substantially to preparing the ground for future, concerted and focused action towards the development of the sheanut economy in Sub-Saharan Africa - all the way from Senegal to Ethiopia.  And I look forward to reporting this to the CFC in Amsterdam.

Workshop participants included a wide range of experts from the key sections of the Karité commodity-chain – that is, not only producers, processors and scientists, as well as representatives from the trade and industry as intermediate consumers, but also national and regional standardization agencies and other public, private and intergovernmental bodies operating at a more horizontal level.  Securing the active participation and contribution of each of these players clearly represents the starting point for launching an industry as complex and varied as the African sheanut economy.

The numerous presentations of very high standard delivered this week have triggered lively and constructive discussions and have led to the formulation of a first tentative but comprehensive action plan for the region as a whole.  The contribution of each of you, individual participants and the respective parent bodies, and of ICRAF’s professional and support staff, deserves the highest recognition.

Without entering into details at this point, I believe this meeting has confirmed that the sheanut sector, while possessing great economic potential, also faces some formidable challenges.  In order to free the existing potentials, the extraordinary collaboration efforts shown over the last few days must be maintained.

Quite clearly, the prerequisites for achieving progress can be met.  Although the level of experience and knowledge may differ somewhat between countries, it has clearly emerged that in each country the filière can count on a solid group of competent and dedicated actors, both in the formal and informal sectors, and at the public as well as private level.

Also thanks to this week’s meeting, the merits of further enhancing and consolidating national and regional collaboration between all stakeholders are now visible to everybody.  Therefore, I believe that the objectives of the workshop, as originally conceived by CFC, ICRAF and FAO, have been met fully.  The decision to hold this meeting shortly after project commencement has proven positive as, by doing so, all countries concerned have been given the opportunity to share the existing and very substantial experience and, second, a special focus has been introduced, from the very beginning, regarding concerted action at the regional level.

However, as already done during my opening statement, I would like to remind all of you that the underlying CFC project is limited in terms of geographical coverage and time.  Although this project is meant to act as a catalyser, eventually contributing to the sheanut industry’s regional and longer-term development, a considerable part of the available resources will be directed to activities at the national level.  I am underlining this because the material support that this project can provide at the regional level should not be overestimated.  Therefore, as far as regional initiatives and longer-term action plans are concerned, the participants of this meeting themselves, and their respective agencies, will have to constitute the driving force.

On the other hand, it appears that this CFC project has proven that the temporary structure that is being put in place can act as an effective facilitator.  Therefore I can only encourage you to actively use this project also to pursue a regional agenda, within the project’s available resources and existing work programme.  In other words, I believe that this project offers a rather important opportunity in that, over the next few years, a structure will be in place that can respond to, and cater for, some of your main needs.  It appears that practical ways to use this project, and/or ICRAF separately, in the context of the preliminary action plan presented this afternoon, ought to be discussed as soon as possible.  Certainly FAO is going to follow up by initiating concrete discussion with ICRAF in this regard.  As supervisory and technical backstopping body, FAO will devote particular attention to these aspects, and the recommendations issued by this meeting will be reflected in the guidance FAO is going to provide to the project over the next few years.

Before concluding, I would like to commend the project executing agency ICRAF, which, along with its partners, and in a relatively short period of time, has managed to successfully organise and implement this high-profile meeting – thus demonstrating its ability to act as a focal point and catalysing agent for the development of the sheanut resources in Africa

I thus conclude by sincerely thanking the entire ICRAF team for their extraordinary effort, as well as all the participants for their valuable input and collaborative spirit; and of course also the donor agency, CFC, for its continued support, and the Government of Mali for its much appreciated assistance and hospitality.

Thank you for your attention.

