Honorable Minister, 

Dear Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen

The Shea Butter Tree (also known as karite)  is a nutritional and economic resource of great importance across 16 countries of sub-Saharan Africa, particularly for the rural women who collect its nutritious fruits, process its nuts into butter, and sustain their families with the proceeds of this natural bounty.

Unfortunately, issues of product quality, and the lack of common norms and standards of product quality within and between the producing countries and at the international level, greatly constrain the development of this important resource. Issues of poor and inconsistent product quality control greatly limit the market options of the primary producers across the shea zone, and the profitability of village-level shea processing.
Though the major industrial importers of sheanut often say that they would prefer, in principle, to import more shea butter directly from African producers, persistent problems of quality control have greatly constrained progress toward this objective, and have resulted in lower prices and reduced returns to the primary producers.
Though shea products of superior quality can (and sometimes do) command higher prices at all levels of the market, there has been no consistent system by which quality and other aspects of product (such as origin) may be reliably and credibly determined for the benefit of importers and other industrial end-users. Uncertainty and lack of transparency along the supply chain have long tended to perpetuate a market structure based on low product quality and minimal returns to producers. 
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Honorable Minister, 

Dear Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen

The goal of this Regional Consultative Workshop is to build a regional consensus on key technical issues of shea product quality, and establish a basis upon which a regional product certification system may be established. As I look around me, I see strong representation from all 16 shea producing countries - a formidable team worthy of this difficult and timely goal.
On behalf of ICRAF, I give my thanks to the participants who have traveled far to be here today, coming together to share experiences and concerns without regard to national boundaries, nor those of language.

On behalf of ICRAF, I sincerely hope that this workshop will mark the beginning of a meaningful and practical regional initiative to advance the value of the shea butter tree - a most important nutritional and economic resource for millions of farmers across Africa, and for future generations. 
Thank you.

